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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
Music is so important in our American culture that it must be considered an integral part of the total educational program.  To each new generation 
music is a source of inspiration, enjoyment, and knowledge which helps to shape a way of life.  Music contributes much to the fulfillment of social, 
emotional, and spiritual needs.  As students mature, they need aesthetic and inspirational experiences.  It is the goal of music education in Parsippany 
to provide a vocal curriculum, which includes opportunities to meet the individual needs of all. 
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 6 through 8 are administered 
once per quarter.  
 
The vocal music curriculum draws on the nation and the world for its content as it enriches and maintains our cultural heritage.  This current Course 
of Study revision will also show correlation to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS 

GRADE 6 
Students entering sixth grade and electing chorus will begin by acquainting themselves with the vocal music program at the Middle School.  Emphasis 
will be placed on group awareness and participation.  The students will continue adding to their knowledge of basic vocal skills through various 
technique building exercises and a repertoire of music literature appropriate to their level (folk tunes, patriotic songs, spirituals, songs from the 
musical theater, classical, popular songs, etc.). 
 
 
GRADE 7 
Students entering seventh grade will continue adding to their knowledge of vocal music techniques.  Students will refine tone awareness, intonation 
and blending skills.  Emphasis will be placed on the utilization of each singer’s full range and each singer’s ability to control the voice quality, pitch 
accuracy, and harmonic blending.  The difficulty of music literature will be chosen to challenge the chorus to its limit.  The vocal students will continue 
adding to their vocal repertoire the study of specific choral literature appropriate to the level in unison, two-part, and simple three-part singing. 
 
GRADE 8 
Students entering the eighth grade will further refine all skills covered in all previous levels.  Further challenges will include more advanced choral 
arrangements appropriate to the level in unison, complex two and three-part singing (according to the group’s ability).  Special ensemble work with 
small groups will also be incorporated.  Students will receive homogeneously grouped lessons.  Lesson time will be spent on solo and ensemble 
performance, in order to bring each vocal student to his/her maximum individual performance level. 
 
 

METHOD OF INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY 
 
Instruction at all grade levels is delivered through individual lessons, sectionals, and full chorus experiences.  Students have the choice of selecting 
chorus as a “semester” course covering two marking periods; or as a “full-time” course, covering the entire year.  
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GENERAL GOALS (continued) 

 
 

UNDERSTANDING “THE CHANGING VOICE” 
 
In Middle School, it is important for educators to classify each student’s voice range.  Most Middle School voices are light and have little volume.  
Girls, as well as boys, go through different stages of vocal change.  The changing voice is in a stage of maturation, both vocally and physically.  It is 
imperative that Middle School vocal teachers be aware of these changes and help each vocal student make the vocal transition with ease, while 
providing an enriching choral experience. 
 
A boy should never be embarrassed about the sound of his voice, but should always be made to feel that what is happening to him is perfectly 
natural, logical, and desirable.  Every effort will be made to keep his voice comfortable.  The girl’s voice is progressing through the same changes, but 
they are not as dramatic as those of the boy.  Instruction will stress keeping the voice comfortable by encouraging frequent singing of scales, 
arpeggios, and intervals to keep the voice flexible: 
 
To achieve these goals, teachers will: 

1. classify each student’s voice range, vocal quality, and speaking pitch. 
2. select proper range literature to reinforce technique and good vocal habits. 
3. use voice-building techniques within the choral rehearsal. 
4. organize our rehearsals to specific objectives designing a more efficient way of teaching. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Attendance at scheduled lesson      20% 
 
    Attendance at scheduled concert dates     30% 
 
    Participation/testing in small lesson group setting    30% 
 
    Participation/testing in an ensemble setting     20% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Pass 
(P-ES) 

Exceeds Standards 
(Letter Grade Equivalent, A: 
90-100)  

Learner demonstrates a full/in-depth understanding of the concepts/skills and can 
consistently apply them in a variety of ways, including explaining to others. Work could 
serve as a model/example for others.  

Pass 
(P-MS) 

Meets Standards 
(Letter Grade Equivalents, B, 
C, D: 60 - 89) 

Learner demonstrates an understanding of some of the concepts/skills, and can usually 
apply them. 

Fail  Not Meeting Standards 
(Letter Grade Equivalent, F) 

Learner demonstrates little or no understanding of the concepts/skills and can 
minimally apply them.  
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
Course: MUS601, MUS701, MUS801 Title:  INSERT COURSE NAME 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 
I.   MUS601 SIXTH GRADE CHORUS 
     A.  demonstrate correct posture and voice placement. 
     B.  show an awareness of and demonstrate the following skills: 
           1.  tone quality 
           2.  pitch accuracy 
           3.  breath support/control 
           4.  consonant clarity 
           5.  vowel consistency 
           6.  pronunciation 
           7.  rhythmic accuracy 
     C.  show an awareness of and demonstrate the following skills 
           1.  basic tempo – ability to follow the conductor (fast/medium/slow) 
           2.  attacks 
           3.  releases 
           4.  basic dynamics – forte, piano, mezzo, crescendo, decrescendo 
           5.  phrasing 
           6.  expression 
           7.  beginning awareness of blend and balance 
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES (continued) 
 
    D.  with the aid of a digital audio source (keyboard), show an understanding of: 
          1.  melodic line 
          2.  harmonic line 
          3.  solo 
          4.  tutti 
     E.  through the use of emusictheory.com, show a musical understanding of music theory: 
          1.  tools of written music staff, clef, measures, and barlines 
          2.  letter names of lines and spaces of both treble and bass clefs 
          3.  rhythmic value of notes and rests – whole, half, and quarter 
          4.  time signatures 4/4, C, 2/4, 3/4, Cut-Time (2/2) 
          5.  repeat sings 
          6.  key signatures C. F, and G 
          7.  accidentials 
     F.  show a beginning awareness of styles from different periods of music. 
     G.  have a musical understanding of concert readiness: 
          1.  participation 
          2.  memorization 
          3.  appropriate dress and behavior 
          4.  concert position 
          5.  knowledge of materials 
 
II.  MUS701 SEVENTH GRADE CHORUS 
      A.  further refine and demonstrate correct posture and voice placement. 
      B.  further refine, show an awareness of, and demonstrate: 
           1.  tone quality 
           2.  pitch accuracy 
           3.  breath support, and control 
           4.  consonant clarity 
           5.  vowel consistency 
           6.  pronunciation 
           7.  rhythmic accuracy  
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES (continued) 
 
   C.  further refine an awareness of and demonstrate the following skills. 
         1.  tempo 
         2.  attacks 
         3.  releases 
         4.  dynamics 
         5.  phrasing 
         6.  expression 
         7.  blend 
         8.  balance 
         9.  form 
   D.  with the aid of a digital sound source (midi-keyboard), students will show a musical understanding of: 
         1.  melodic line 
         2.  harmonic line 
         3.  solo 
         4.  tutti 
    E.  show a musical vocabulary, i.e., forte, piano, fine, allegro, largo, andante, mezzo, staccato, solo, tri coda, Da Capo, etc. 
    F.  further refine their understanding of music theory through the use of emusictheory.com. 
         1.  modulation 
         2.  syncopation 
         3.  slur 
         4.  tie 
         5.  fermanta 
         6.  shifting meter and tempos 
   G.  show an awareness of styles from different periods of music. 
   H.  have a further musical understanding of concert rediness: 
         1.  participation 
         2.  memorization 
         3.  appropriate behavior and dress 
         4.  concert position 
         5.  knowledge of material covered 
  



11 
MUS601, MUS701, MUS801 VOCAL MUSIC GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES (continued) 
 
III.  MUS801 EIGHTH GRADE CHORUS 
       A.  further refine and demonstrate correct posture and voice placement. 
       B.  further refine and show an awareness of, and demonstrate: 
             1.  good tone quality 
             2.  pitch accuracy 
             3.  breath support and control 
             4.  beauty 
             5.  interpretation 
             6.  consonant clarity 
             7.  vowel consistency 
             8.  pronunciation 
             9.  rhythmic accuracy 
       C.  will further refine an awareness of and demonstrate the following skills: 
             1.  tempo 
             2.  attacks 
             3.  releases 
             4.  dynamics 
             5.  phrasing 
             6.  expression 
             7.  blend 
             8.  balance 
             9.  intonation 
             10.form 
             11.fluency 
             12.color 
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I. MUS601 SIXTH GRADE CHORUS 
Essential Question(s):  Why is it so important to get a firm initial foundation of correct vocal ensemble performance techniques when 

starting the chorus experience in sixth grade? 
Enduring Understanding(s): The sixth grade chorus is a vocal student’s first impression of a true vocal ensemble in a daily school classroom 

setting.  A good first impression sets the tone of the vocal ensemble throughout the middle school experience. 
 
MUS601 SIXTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A. demonstrate correct posture 
and voice placement.  

 

 
 

 • stand/sit up straight, head 
slightly forward, shoulders 
squared but relaxed, feet 
on the floor.  (in sections) 

Teacher evaluation and 
assessment – oral 

 

 

B. show an awareness of and 
      demonstrate the following 

skills: 
 

1. tone quality 
2. pitch accuracy 
3. breath support/control 
4. consonant clarity 
5. vowel consistency 
6. pronunciation 
7. rhythmic accuracy 

 
 
 
 
 

1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 

 • be in group ensembles; 
start with vocal warm-ups.  
Vocal exercises using 
chromatic, major and minor 
scales, and arpeggios.  
Singing on vowel sounds, 
the ensembles combine 
different consonants for 
desired effect. 

• sing scales, using:  eighth 
notes, quarter notes, half 
notes, and whole notes. 

• be given breathing exercises 
to enhance proper breath 
support.  Have students 
take a deep breath through 

Teacher evaluation and 
assessment using rubrics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Self-critique student sheets 
 
 
Teacher evaluation and 
assessment using rubrics 
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MUS601 SIXTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

B.   (continued) 
 

their nose, and let out 
slowly through their mouth.  
Have students blow quick 
short rhythmic air through 
their mouth to stimulate 
the diaphragm.  Have 
students place hands on 
lower back to feel 
diaphragm working. 

C.   show an awareness 
       of and demonstrate the 
       following skills: 
 

1.  basic tempo – ability to 
     follow the conductor  
    (fast/medium/slow) 
2.  attacks 
3.  releases 
4.  basic dynamics – forte, 
     piano, mezzo, crescendo,  
     decrescendo 
5.  phrasing 
6.  expression 
7.  beginning awareness of 
     blend and balance 

 
 
 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 

 • sing in unison a selected 
piece of music.  The student 
will follow the conductor’s 
directions with tempo, 
attacks, releases, dynamics, 
phrasing, and expression. 

 
• given an octavo, identify 

dynamic markings. 

 

Teacher evaluation and 
assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubric assessment sheets 

 

 

D.   with the aid of a digital audio  
       source (keyboard),show an 
       understanding of: 
 

 
 
 
 

8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.E.1 

• given  an octavo,  
follow the melodic line 
and/or harmonic line 
according to his/her part. 

Teacher evaluation and 
rubric sheets 
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MUS601 SIXTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

1.  melodic line 
2.  harmonic line 
3.  solo 
4. tutti 

1.1.8.B.2 • while listening to an audio 
sampling, follow his/her line 
of music. 

E. through the use of 
emusictheory.com, show a 
musical understanding of music 

       theory: 
 
       1.  tools of written music staff,  
            clef, measures, and barlines 
       2.  letter names of lines and 
            spaces of both treble and  
            bass clefs 
       3.  rhythmic value of notes and  
            rests – whole, half, and 
            quarter 
        4.  time signatures 4/4, C, 2/4, 
             ¾ 

 5.  repeat signs 
        6.  key signatures C, F, and G 
        7.  accidentials 

 
 
 
 
 
1.1.8.B.1 

8.1.8.C.1 • complete theory review 
sheets at home via 
computer; use of 
emusictheory.com. 

 
• in small ensemble lessons, 

vocal music students will 
identify all musical markings 
in a given piece of music, 
i.e., time signatures, 
dynamics, and accidentials. 

 

Test/Quiz results from 
emusictheory.com 
 
 
 
Teacher evaluation and 
assessment 

 

emusictheory.com 

F.     show a beginning 
        awareness of styles from  
        different periods of music. 

1.1.8.B.2 
1.4.8.A.1 
1.4.8.A.3 
6.1.12.D.14.f 

 • discuss style, historical,  and 
cultural background of 
selected musical literature. 

Responses to Q & A 
 
Evolving ability to classify by 
genre 

Reference to 
SS. NJCCCS 
6.1.12.D.14.f 

G.    have a musical  
        understanding of concert 
        readiness: 

  • perform student and public 
performances during the 
year. 

Student self-critique 
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MUS601 SIXTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

 1.  participation 
 2.  memorization 
 3.  appropriate dress and 

behavior 
 4.  concert position 
 5.  knowledge of materials 

 
 

Teacher evaluation and 
assessment 
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II. MUS701 SEVENTH GRADE CHORUS 
Essential Question(s):  What vocal musical concepts should be refined as a vocal student matures through the seventh grade chorus 

experience? 
Enduring Understanding(s): It is important to continue to work on and refine correct posture, vocal musicality, vocal dynamics and balance 

and blend in an ensemble setting. 
 
MUS701 SEVENTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A.  further refine and 
     demonstrate correct posture 
     and voice placement. 

 

 
 • stand or sit up straight – 

head slightly forward – 
shoulders squared but 
relaxed – feet flat on the 
floor. 

 
• learn to make sounds like a 

siren on ascending and 
descending scales 
(glissando) to find “Head 
Voice”. 

Teacher evaluation, 
assessment sheets and 
rubrics 
 
 
 
Student self-critique 

 

 

B.   further refine, show an 
      awareness of , and  
      demonstrate: 
 

1.   tone quality 
2.   pitch accuracy 
3.   breath support and 
      control 

       4.  consonant clarity 

 
 
 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 

 • in small ensembles, focus 
on scales, arpeggios, tone 
quality, pitch accuracy, 
control, and breath 
support. 

 
• given an octavo, 

incorporate those skills 
along with consonant 

Teacher evaluation, 
assessment sheets and 
rubrics 
 
 
 
Student self-critique 

 



17 
MUS601, MUS701, MUS801 VOCAL MUSIC GRADES 6-8 
MUS701 SEVENTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

5.   vowel consistency 
6.   pronunciation 
7.   rhythmic accuracy 

 

clarity and vowel 
consistency resulting in 
good pronunciation. 

• press on stomach while 
making short panting 
sounds. 

C.    further refine an awareness 
of and demonstrate the 
following skills: 

 
1. tempo 
2. attacks 
3. releases 
4. dynamics 
5. phrasing 
6. expression 
7. blend 
8. balance 
9. form 

 
 
 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 

 • begin to rehearse some 
melody selections with 
various tempos, key 
changes, and vocalists. 

 
• follow hand and facial 

expressions and directions 
from the conductor. 

 
• begin the discussion and 

application of musical form 
in lesson groups.  (I.E. ABA, 
etc.) 

Teacher evaluation and 
assessment – oral 
 
Teacher evaluation and 
assessment sheets and 
rubrics 
 
Students self-critique 

 

 

D.   with the aid of a digital sound  
       source (midi-keyboard),   
       students show a musical 
       understanding of: 
   

1. melodic line 
2. harmonic line 
3. solo 
4. tutti 

 
 
 
 
 
1.1.8.B.2 

8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.E.1 

• be introduced to accuracy 
and quality of scales and a 
short musical selection for 
auditioning for various 
regional honor ensembles.  
(Use of a midi-keyboard to 
play parts is excellent for 
this activity.) 

Regional chorus auditions 
for selected vocalists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Small ensemble concerts 
are presented yearly 
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MUS701 SEVENTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

 
D.  (continued) 

• become part of small 
ensembles made up of 
different voice parts (Sop. I, 
II, Alto, Tenor, Baritone, 
Bass, etc.), to sing through 
a selected piece. 

 
Teacher evaluation and 
assessment of melodic and 
harmonic lines, phrasing 

E .   show a musical 
       vocabulary, i.e., forte, piano,  
       fine, allegro, largo, andante,  
       mezzo, staccato, solo, trio 
       coda, Da Capo, etc. 

1.1.8.B.1  • be given a review sheet 
with all music vocabulary, 
which  students should be 
able to understand and 
define. 

Students will be given a quiz 
on music vocabulary 
 
Teacher evaluation and 
assessment sheet and 
rubric sheet 

 

F.    further refine their 
       understanding of music 
       theory through the use of  
       emusictheory.com:  
 

1. modulation 
2. syncopation 
3. slur 
4. tie 
5. fermata 
6. shifting meter and tempos 

 
 
 
 
 
1.1.8.B.1 
 

8.1.8.C.1 • complete 
emusictheory.com 
worksheets at home and 
bring them to school for 
discussion. 

 

Review of  
emusictheory.com 
worksheet/s 
 

emusictheory.com 

G.    show an awareness of styles  
        from different periods of  
        music. 
 
 
 

1.1.8.B.1 
1.1.8.B.2 
1.4.8.A.1 
1.4.8.A.3 
6.1.12.D.14.f 

 • discuss style, historical, and 
cultural background of 
selected music literature. 

 
• in lesson groups, begin 

linking historical, cultural 

Teacher evaluation 
 
 
 
Quiz:  “Historical Links to 
Music” 

Reference to  
SS. NJCCCS 
6.1.12.D.14.f 
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MUS701 SEVENTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

 
G.    (continued) 

data with musical form and 
style through various 
activity sheets “Periods of 
Music”. 

H.   have a further musical  
       understanding of concert 
       readiness: 
 

1. participation 
2. memorization 
3. appropriate behavior and 

dress 
4. concert position 
5. knowledge of  material 

covered 

 

 

 
 

Student and public concerts 
 
Student self-critique 
 
Teacher evaluation and 
assessment and rubric 
sheets 
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III. MUS801 EIGHTH GRADE CHORUS 
Essential Question(s): What additional vocal ensemble skills should eight grade vocal music students attain in getting ready to move 

on to a high school chorus experience? 
Enduring Understanding(s): Eight grade vocalists will have additional challenges with more choral ensemble arrangements which utilize 

more complex unison melodies and “At Level” two and three-part musical arrangements. 
 
MUS801 EIGHTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A.  further refine and 
      demonstrate correct posture 
      and voice placement. 
 

 

 

 

 • learn proper position:  
stand or sit up straight – 
head slightly forward – 
shoulders squared but 
relaxed – feet flat on the 
floor. 

 

Teacher evaluation and 
assessment and rubric 
sheet 
 
Student self-critique 
 
Teacher evaluation and 
correction 

 

B.   further refine and show an 
      awareness of, and    
      demonstrate: 
 
      1.  good tone quality 
      2.  pitch accuracy 
      3.  breath support and control 
      4.  beauty 
      5.  interpretation 
      6.  consonant clarity 
      7.  vowel consistency 
      8.  pronunciation 

 
 
 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 
 

 • be given more complex two 
and three-part harmony 
pieces to incorporate 
his/her skills. 

 
• sing crescendo to 

descrescendo on a given 
tone to gain proper 
dynamics and breath 
support. 

Teacher evaluation, 
assessment sheet and 
rubric sheet 
 
 
Student self-critique 
 
Teacher evaluation, 
correction, and 
demonstration 
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MUS801 EIGHTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

      9.  rhythmic accuracy 
C.   further refine an awareness of 
      and demonstrate the following 
      skills: 
 

1. tempo 
2. attacks 
3. releases 
4. dynamics 
5. phrasing 
6. expression 
7. blend 
8. balance 
9. intonation 
10. form 
11. fluency 
12. color 

 
 
 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 

 • sight-sing an octavo and 
then point out repeated 
scale and rhythmic 
patterns.  Let student 
interpret music through 
knowledge and application 
of all musical markings and 
skills. 

 
• Listening Skills – 

listen to recordings/CDs of 
North Jersey Junior Region 
Chorus.  Point out parts 
which will enhance their 
understanding of certain 
skills; i.e., color, fluency, 
form, blend, balance, 
phrasing, dynamics, etc. 

Teacher evaluation, 
assessment  and rubric 
sheets 
 
Student self-critique 
 
Teacher correction and 
demonstration 

 

 

D.   with the aid of a digital sound  
       source (midi-keyboard), 
       students show a musical  
       understanding of: 
 

1. melodic line 
2. harmonic line 
3. solo 
4. tutti 

 
 
 
 
 
1.1.8.B.2 

8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.E.1 

• in small ensembles, those 
students involved in solo, 
duet, trio, and small group 
work will sing through a 
musical piece; and 
emphasis will be placed on 
problem sections. 

Teacher evaluation 
assessment and rubric 
sheets 
 
Student self-critique 
 
Regional chorus auditions 
for selected vocalists 
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MUS801 EIGHTH GRADE CHORUS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

E.    further show an 
       understanding of musical  
       vocabulary and theory 
       through the use of 
       emusictheory.com. 

1.1.8.B.1 8.1.8.C.1 • complete 
emusictheory.com  
review/worksheets. 

 

Teacher review of 
emustheory.com  
review/worksheets 

emusictheory.com 

F.   show further awareness of 
      Styles from different periods 
      of music. 
 

1.1.8.B.1 
1.1.8.B.2 
1.4.8.A.1 
1.4.8.A.3 
6.1.12.D.14.f 

 • discuss style, historical, 
cultural background of 
selected music literature. 

Discussion by class and/or 
small group 
 
Student ability to classify 

Reference to 
SS. NJCCCS 
6.1.12.D.14.f 

G.  have a further musical 
      understanding of concert 
      readiness: 
 

1. participation 
2. memorization 
3. concert position 
4. knowledge of material 

covered 

 

 

 
 

Student and public concerts 
 
Student self-critique 
 
Student self-grading sheet 
 
Teacher evaluation, 
assessment, and rubric 
sheet 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
Choral octavos and collections are used in place of a text.  Various techniques of breathing, posture, vocal production, and theoretical applications 
are integrated into this course of study for the following resources: 
 
RESOURCE BOOKS 
Hoffer, Charles R.  Teaching Choral Music.  Reston, VA:  MENC, 1991. 
Jordan, James.  Group Vocal Technique.  Chapel Hill, NC:  Hinshaw Music, Inc., 1996. 
Sacher, Jack.  The Art of Sound.:  An Introduction to Music.  Engelwwod Cliffs, N.J.:  Prentice Hall, Inc., 1977. 
Freer, Patrick.  “Tips – The First Weeks of Middle School Chorus”.  Rockville, MD.:  Rowan & Littfield, Inc., 2009. 
 
SOUND SOURCE SUPPORT 
• Piano/Electronic Keyboard/Amplifier 
• CD and DVR players 
• Assorted rhythmic instruments 
 
WEBSITES 

emusictheory.com 
American Bandmasters Assoc.:     http://americanbandmasters.org/ 
American School Band Directors Assoc.:     http://www.asbda.com/ 

http://www.banddirector.com/ 
Band Quest:         http://www.composersforum.org/program/bandquest 
Band World Magazine:       http://bandworld.org/ 
Concert Band Literature:       http://www.und.nodak.edu/instruct/knorman/521/bandlit.html 
The Dallas Wind Symphony:       www.dws.org 
The Eastman Wind Ensemble:      http://www.rochester.edu/Eastman/EWE/ 
Free Online Metronome:       www.motronmeonline.com 
Habits of a Successful Band Director:     http://habitsofsuccess.com/ 

http://www.theconcertband.com/ 

http://www.banddirector.com/
http://bandworld.org/
http://www.theconcertband.com/
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (continued) 
 
Information on secondary school concert and wind bands  http://www.theconcertband.com/ 
Instrumentalist Magazine:       http://www.instrumentalistmagazine.com/index.html 
Music practice Software      www.smartmusic.com 
National Band Assoc.:       http://www.nationalbandassociation.org/ 
New Jersey Music Educators Assoc.      www.NJMEA.COM 
North Jersey Region I:       www.njsma.com 
Online resource and forum for band directors   http://www.banddirector.com/ 
Resources for Music Educators:      http://www.hickorytech.net/~cshirk/k-12music 
Teaching Music through Performance in Band:    http://www.teachingmusic.org/tmtp_band.cfm 
US Army Bands Masterclass:       http://bands.army.mil/masterclass/default.asp 
The USMC Band:        http://www.marineband.usmc.mil/ 
Vic Firth Percussion:        http://www.vicfirth.com/education/ 
The Wind Repertoire:        http://www.windrep.org/Main_Page 

www.smartmusic.com 
Woodwind fingering charts:       http://www.wfg.woodwind.org/ 
World Assoc. for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles:    www.wasbe.org 
 
 
SOFTWARE 
SmartMusic 
 

http://www.banddirector.com/
http://www.smartmusic.com/
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APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT SCORING GUIDE 
                                                             VOCAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 
                                          Prepared Solo Musical Selection with Chorus 
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APPENDIX A 
VOCAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 
Prepared Solo Musical Selection with Chorus 

 
 

NAME:  _________________________________    DATE:  ________________       LEVEL:  6th - 7th – 8th Grade Chorus   (Please circle) 
 
SCORING GUIDE TYPE:  Student     Teacher     (Please circle) 
 

 OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

1 

NO 
PROFICIENCY 

0 
     

INTONATION     

     

RHYTHM     

     

BLEND     

     

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 
3    OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates the mastery of musicality and rehearsal techniques in a group setting 
2    CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates an advanced understanding of musicality and rehearsal techniques in a group setting 
1    MINIMAL PROFICIENCY:  Demonstrates an overall understanding of musicality and rehearsal techniques in a group setting 
0     NO PROFICIENCY:   Demonstrates no musicality or rehearsal techniques in a group setting 
 
ASSESSMENT SCORE:  ___________/15___
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APPENDIX B SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT SCORING GUIDE 
                                                        VOCAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 
                                                        Prepared Ensemble Musical Selection 
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APPENDIX B 

VOCAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 
Prepared Ensemble Musical Selection 

 
 

NAME:  _________________________________    DATE:  ________________       LEVEL:  6th - 7th – 8th Grade Chorus    (Please circle) 
 
VOICE PART:  S  -  A  -  T  -  B     (Please circle) 
 

 OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

1 

NO 
PROFICIENCY 

0 
     

INTONATION     

     

RHYTHM     

     

BLEND     

     

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 
3    OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY: Master of accepted musical skills and performance practices 
2    CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY: An advanced understanding of musical skills and performance practices 
1    MINIMAL PROFICIENCY:  An overall understanding of accepted musical skills and performance practices 
0    NO PROFICIENCY:   Demonstrates no knowledge of accepted musical skills or performance practices 
 
ASSESSMENT SCORE:  ___________/15___
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APPENDIX C NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

1 - Visual and Performing Arts 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX D     CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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